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Boathouse 4 Pontoon Open Days 14 & 15 May 
 

 
(Left) A sunny Saturday on the Heritage Pier 
behind Boathouse 4 -  the crew members in 
their smart uniforms wait for visitors to show 
around the pinnace. Pinnace dressed overall. 
Photo by David Griffiths. 
 
Visitor numbers onboard were140 Saturday and 60 

on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are further Open Days planned on: 
25th and 26th June; 23rd and 24th July 
13th and 14th August; 1st and 2nd October 
29th and 30th October. 
The pinnace will be involved as far as her other 
programme events permit. 
 
(Below) A bright Sunday morning looking out 
along the pier ΧΦōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ 
threatening? Oh yes they were! Not long after 
opening at 1000, the rains descended. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ǊŀƛƴŜŘΗΗΗΗ 

(Above) Ellie from the Boathouse 4 
team kept up spirits (no Frank, no 
rum involved) with coffees and teas ς 
the umbrella colour choice is a 
genuine coincidence and not a topical  
political comment.  

(Above) The NMRN Steam Pinnace crew waterproof jackets come in handy. UƳōǊŜƭƭŀǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ with naval 

uniforms.                                                                                                                                        Sunday photos by the editor. 
 
(Left) MOD 
Apprentice Keenan 
Smith on his final Day 
Release onboard the 
Pinnace ς with Paul 
and Frank - 27 April 
2022. 
 
Exhausted crew 
member in the 
background? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

άPinnace Graeco-Turkish warέ ς was the eBay caption. Frank Fowler noted: This is SP 742 - a 45 foot 

!ŘƳƛǊŀƭΩǎ .ŀǊƎŜ ōǳƛƭǘ .ȅ W¢ /ǊŀƳǇǘƻƴ ŀǘ Portsmouth in 1918. She was delivered to Portsmouth Dockyard on 5th 

September 1918. She was appropriated to HM Ships Queen Elizabeth, Warspite, Resolution, Barham, Royal 

Sovereign, and the Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean Barge. Looking at the photo - the bottom border has 

ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ Ia{ w {h± ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻȄΩƴǎ 

cap tally shows a ship with a long name - HMS Royal Sovereign. She was Sold Out of the RN in 1947. 

*****  

The Steamboat Association of Great Britain has announced events in June and July that may be of interest 
to readers to view. Some are too far for a day trip from the Portsmouth area where the bulk of 
readers live, but in case you are in the area: 

1. Fal Steamboat Rally  10 Jun -12 Jun,  Mylor Yacht Harbour near Falmouth 

https://allevents.in/falmouth/fal-steamboat-rally-falmouth/200022285684216 

2. There are events on Windemere from 12 and 26 June. 

https://steamboatassociation.co.uk/page-1039467 

3. Evesham River Festival on Saturday 9th July 
https://theeveshamriverfestival.uk/  

4. Puffing a-Wey to be held once again at Dapdune Wharf in central Guildford on 9 July.  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/f6e7a504-a5b5-4f26-8f85-3e22e4874a3b/pages/details 6. 
5.Steamboats @ Bristol Harbour Festival ς ƛǘΩǎ Cw99Η мр-17 July  
https://www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/  

6. Thames Traditional Boat Festival, Fawley Meadows, Henley-On-Thames 15-18 July  
https://www.tradboatfestival.com/ 
 
 
 

https://steamboatassociation.co.uk/event-4501537
https://allevents.in/falmouth/fal-steamboat-rally-falmouth/200022285684216
https://steamboatassociation.co.uk/page-1039467
https://www.tradboatfestival.com/


Model RAF Seaplane Tender (former RN Steam Pinnace) 1/24 scale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBmLjN4XMe4 

 

 

 

Converting a Land Rover to steam power! Something for the extreme enthusiast!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DGtf7asP8I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DGtf7asP8I

